The Power of One movie
· Set in South Africa 1930-1948

· Main Character--Peekay, an English boy

· Three Groups in Conflict>

1) Native Black Africans

· In Africa since forever

· Tribal (easily divided and conquered)

· The majority—20 million people
2) Afrikaners (also known as Boers)

· Whites (causasian) descended from German, Dutch and French people who immigrated to S. Africa fleeing religious persecution in the 1680’s

· Think they are superior to Blacks and hate them

· Hate English because English are in charge of “their” country

· Fought to overthrow the English in the Boer War (1899-1902) and lost

· Gained control of S. Africa in 1948 after the English allowed a so-called “free” election (whites only) and they immediately instituted Apartheid.

· Apartheid is racial segregation put into law

3) English

· Colonized South Africa in the late 1700’s

· Don’t like Afrikaners—the English beat them in the Boer War (1899-1902)

· Committed atrocities in the Boer War—locked up women and children in concentration camps where 20,000 died of disease 

· Think they are superior to Blacks

· Run S. Africa until 1948

· Peekay gets abused in an Afrikaner boarding school because he is English, has many negative things happen to him, and constantly faces adversity, yet he develops into a very positive young man who treats everyone equally—no matter who they are.

· Peekay fights for justice in a country full of injustice

